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volume control
and some
infiltration

Detention Basins are facilities intended to provide

temporary storage and release of stormwater runoff to

mimic predevelopment runoff characteristics. Unlike

Retention Basins, Detention Basins are designed to fully

drain after a rain event. Detention Basins may be in the

form of above ground open facilities or subsurface vaults or

tanks that may or may not also promote infiltration.
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POLLUTANT
REMOVAL

Removes up to 90%
of Total Suspended
Solids, 79% of Nitrates
and 48% of Total
Phosphorus

SOIL

SUITABILITY

Must be situated high
enough above the
water table to prevent
infiltration into the
detention basin

Detention Basins can be applied at street, neighborhood
and even regional scales when physical space is available. If
space is constrained, the detention basin can be placed
below ground provided the water table is low enough to
accommodate such use.

HABITAT
VALUE

Provides no
significant benefit
to local habitat
or wildlife

COMMUNITY
VALUE

Reduction in volume
means less strain on
pumps which reduces
potential flooding and
property damage

Scan here for more information

Innovative Above Ground Detention Area in Retrofitted New Orleans Stormwater Lot; source: Louisiana.gov



